From the great amount of industry, zeal, and intelligence which have been, and are still being directed through journalistic and other sources, by gentlemen of attainments and skill, on the various branches of the healing art, to the treatment and cure of diseases pertaining to their respective specialties, it appears somewhat singular, that with the vary ing, nay, sometimes doubtful success which attends and has always attended such efforts, and from the prevalency and constant recurrance of those same diseases, so little attention has been paid to prophylaxis, or what is more familiarly known as prevention.
If this observation is true of the medical art proper, how much more applicable is it to dental surgery than to any other of the allied branches of medicine, inasmuch as the causes of dental decay being rather of a physico-vital character, they are better understood, and are, therefore, more easily guarded against. As 
